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concentration anywhere of a predominant striking force. Two
armies were to operate in German Lorraine and northern
Alsace. In the centre two more were to attack the invaders in
the Luxemburg and the Ardennes. A fifth army was to cross
the lower Sambre and raise the siege of Namur, while on its
left the British went forward from Maubeuge towards Brussels,
joining hands with an advance of the Belgians from Antwerp.

The result was the series of engagements known in France as
the 'Battle of the Frontiers' and in England heard of at the
time and since remembered chiefly in connexion with the
fighting about Mons. The first contact was on the right, where
on the igth August the French invading German Lorraine
found their advance barred by an entrenched position held by
the 6th German army under Rupert of Bavaria. Attempts to
force a way through barbed wire, under machine-gun fire
ended in defeat with heavy loss. In the centre the French held
their own at the outset, but centre and left gave way before
the superior forces of the German right. The advance on the
Sambre was barred in front and menaced in flank and rear by
a German push from the Ardennes. Its failure exposed the
right flank of the British, who after holding on about Mons
on the 23rd August found they were also outflanked by superior
forces on their left.

A general retreat of the Allied centre and left began and the
enemy came pouring into northern France. Paris was prepar-
ing for defence, and the French Government left it for Bor-
deaux. In the last days of August the Allies were withdrawing
south of the Marne. From the Russian front the news was that
in east Prussia the war tide had turned, and in a single battle-
day Hindenburg had taken 90,000 prisoners. The 'Russian
steam roller' was bogged in the Masurian swamps. But in the
south the Russians had foiled an Austrian march into Poland,
and were invading Galicia.

The war was only beginning, but already even those who had
cheered in the cities of East and West for its coming, and the
optimists who had talked of a short victorious conflict, were
realizing that it was something very different from the little